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Pres. Reagan's request to Congress 1 
for contra funding 

19 March 1986 

TO Til CQKIIM Or TV UMITCD STATES i 1 1 

i- . 

Sine* I triMltul ay mimi* to too Cenqrese on 
fibmii ZS requesting additional aaalataaeo (or the 
Nicaraguan democratic resistance, I Hava heard (roa aany 
thoughtful Naabara of Congress, aa wall an (roa Latin American 
laadara and tha laadara of tha Nicaraquan daaocratic resis- 
tance . Many hava raised tha quaation of how tha additional 
authority I hava raquaatod could ba implemented no aa to help 
persuade tha Government of Nicaragua to anqnqo in a serious 
affort to resolve tha conflict in Central Aaerlce through 
peaceful aaana. 

I aa determined to mats every effort to protect our vital 
Inutatu and achieve peace without further leee ef life. 

That la why on fabruary 10 X proposed simultaneous talks bp 
tha Government of Nicaragua •• with their opposition and with 
tha United States. That la why on February IS X affirmed ay 
caamltaant to direct tha additional aaalataace I have 
requested toward a comprehensive and verifiable agreement , 

among tha countries of Cantral America, baaed oa tha Coatedora 
S^cauat of object ives. And that la why oa March 7 I 
appointed Ambassador Philip Habib aa ay special anvoy for 
Control Aaarica. 

On Sunday night, I described to tha American people tha 
threat to our security that confronts ua in Central America, 
hs X said thea, wa are atill willing to pursue vigorously o 
diplomatic effort to achieve a lasting peace. Approval of Wf 
request foe additional asaistance to the Nicaraguan daaocratia , 
resistance does not amen that a military solution la 
inevitable. It is, botwvur, essential that tha Congress act 
now to approve this assistance if diplomacy la to have a 
chance. Accordingly. I so providing in this aeeeage a turthaa 
explanation of how X will lap lament tha authority I have 
requested . 
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